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Dear Sir /Madam, 
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Pradeep Vennelakanti 
Tirupati

AS the counting day ap-
proaches, anticipation runs 
high for the results across 
various constituencies. Can-
didates and political parties 
are anxiously awaiting the 
outcomes, along with the 
expected timing of each con-
stituency’s result. 

The counting process will 
commence at 8 am on June 
4, starting with the postal 
ballots. Given the signifi-
cant number of employees 
who utilised the postal bal-
lot facility in 2024 polls, this 
initial phase may take longer 
than usual.

Despite the extended time 
for postal ballot counting, 
the counting of EVM (Elec-
tronic Voting Machine) votes 
will commence at 8.30 am. 
Each constituency will have a 
minimum of 14 counting ta-
bles, with more tables added 
depending on the number of 
polling booths, candidates 
and votes cast. According 
to official sources, results 
from each round of counting 
are expected to be available 
around every 30 minutes. By 
10.30 to 11.00 am, 4-5 rounds 

will likely be completed in 
each constituency, providing 
early indicators of the final 
results. However, the official 
results will only be declared 
after counting the VVPAT 
(Voter Verified Paper Audit 
Trail) slips.

As such, in the erstwhile 
Chittoor district the Na-
gari constituency results are 

anticipated first, as it has 
only seven candidates and 
a smaller voter base. Nagari 
will be counted in 17 rounds. 
Almost around the same 
time, Thamballapalle and 
Chittoor counting will also 
be completed in 17 rounds 
though the number of voters 
and candidates slightly differ 
there. They will be followed 

by Kuppam in 18 rounds 
and Punganur, Madanapalle, 
Puthalapattu and GD Nellore 
in 19 rounds.

Tirupati and Satyavedu 
will conclude after 20 
rounds, while Srikalahasti, 
Piler and Palamaner will 
need 21 rounds. Chandragiri 
with 395 polling booths, may 
finish after 20 rounds but will 

use 20 counting tables in-
stead of the standard 14 used 
in the other 13 constituen-
cies. The same number of ta-
bles will be used for counting 
Parliamentary votes in all the 
constituencies.     

After completing the EVM 
vote count, officials will select 
five polling stations per con-
stituency through a random 
draw to count their VVPAT 
slips before announcing the 
official results. 

If any EVM encounters 
a technical issue or battery 
failure, it will be set aside 
and the VVPATs from those 
booths will be counted at the 
end.

Officials expect the entire 
counting process to be com-
pleted between 4 pm and 
5 pm on June 4. However, 
preliminary trends indicat-
ing potential winners and 
the likely formation of the 
government may be evident 
by noon. 

Still, the people and candi-
dates are eagerly waiting for 
the exit polls which will be 
released after 6 pm on June 
1 as they may give a broader 
indication on the formation 
of the next government in 
the State and at the Centre 
as well.

Leaders on tenterhooks as 
countdown to June 4 begins

n	By 10.30 am on the 

counting day, about 4 

rounds may be completed 

in all constituencies

n	In erstwhile Chittoor 

district, Nagari, Chittoor 

and Thamballapalle results 

may come out first as they 
have 17 rounds

n	All constituencies will have 

14 tables each for Assembly constituencies and Parliament seat while 

Chandragiri will have 20 tables each as it has 395 polling booths

n	Postal ballot counting to begin at 8 am and even if it is not completed, 

EVM counting to begin simultaneously at 8.30 am

n	At the end, VVPATs of five polling booths in each constituency selected 
by random draw to be counted before announcing the result

A view of a counting hall in TirupatiA view of a counting hall in Tirupati

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

IN a peculiar situation, senior 
IPS officer A B Venkateswara 
Rao assumed charge as com-
missioner of printing, sta-
tionary and Stores purchase 
assumed charge on Friday 
morning and retired in the 
evening on the same day.

It may be noted that the 
State government issued or-
ders on Friday for reinstate-
ment of the IPS officer as 
the central Administrative 

Tribunal (CAT) lifted the sus-
pension orders on AB Ven-
kateswara Rao and directed 
the State government for the 
reinstatement of the officer.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Venkateswara Rao thanked 
everyone who had supported 
him and recalled that earlier 
he took charge as commis-
sioner in the same office two 
years ago. Again in the same 
office, he assumed charge on 
Friday morning and attained 
superannuation in the even-
ing. “As a government officer 

I cannot comment any more 
on this,” he added.

It may be noted that the 
YSRCP government sus-
pended A B Venkateswara 
Rao on the charges of irregu-
larities in purchase of security 
equipment during the previ-
ous TDP regime. When ABV 
challenged his suspension in 
CAT, the State government 
filed petition in the Supreme 
Court challenging the CAT 
orders. However, following 
the orders of Supreme Court, 
the State government issued 

posting orders and later sus-
pended him. The CAT issued 
orders for reinstatement of 
ABV on May 8. However the 
government dodged the issue 
of his reinstatement and again 
filed petition on CAT orders 
in High Court. The HC too 
ruled in favour of ABV.

ABV handed over the or-
ders of CAT to Chief Sec-
retary and Chief Electoral 
Officer two days back. The 
Chief Secretary issued orders  
for reinstatement of ABV on 
Thursday.

ABV assumes charge as Printing 
Commissioner, retires on same day

The pension distribution will start on June 1 
and continue up to June 5

Social security pensions to be 
distributed in two modes

Hans News Service 
Vijayawada

PRINCIPAL Secretary 
of Panchayat Raj and 
Rural Development 
Shashibhushan Kumar 
announced here on 
Friday that the social 
security pensions for 
the month of May 
payable in June would 
be distributed in two 
modes — direct benefit 
transfer and door-to-
door disbursement.

The State 
government has 
released an amount 
of Rs 1939.35 crore 
towards disbursement 
of pension to 65,30,838 
pensioners across the 
State.

Out of 65,30,838 
pensions, 47,74,733 
pensions (73.11 per 
cent) will be released 
through DBT mode 
and the pension 
amount will be credited 
into the pensioner’s 
account on June 1. 

Pensioners can 
withdraw cash at their 
convenience. 

The rest of 17,56,105 
pensions (26.89 per 
cent) will be released 
through door-to-
door disbursement. 
All village/ward 
secretariats have drawn 
cash on May 31 and 
will start door-to-
door disbursement 
of pensions from 
June 1. The pension 
distribution will start 
on June 1 and continue 
up to June 5.

The Principal 
Secretary said that 
necessary instructions 
have been issued to 
the District Collectors 
and banks to make 
adequate arrangements 
for the convenience 
of the pensioners, 
so that they receive 
their pensions 
without any hardship, 
inconvenience and in 
time, duly following 
the Model Code of 
Conduct.With Cong in power, TS gearing up for 

a different Formation Day celebration

HYDERABAD: The 10th 
Formation Day of Telanga-
na will be different from the 
earlier occasions, with both 
ruling Congress and main 
Opposition Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS) vying with 
each other to celebrate it in 
a befitting manner. This is 
the first Telangana Forma-
tion Day celebration after 
BRS lost power to the Con-
gress.

While the Congress is 
going all out to organise 
a grand celebration by in-
viting its top leader Sonia 
Gandhi, the BRS has also 
lined up a series of events to 
mark the occasion.

Ever since Telangana 
came into existence in 2014, 
both Congress and BRS 
have been claiming credit 
for its formation.

While the Congress says 
that it was the initiative of 
the United Progressive Al-
liance (UPA) which realised 
the long-cherished dream 
of the people of Telangana, 

TRS (now BRS) maintains 
that the credit goes to its 
leader K Chandrasekhar 
Rao (KCR), who led the 
mass movement, forcing 
then Congress-led UPA 
government to carve out 
the state.

Victory in the 2014 elec-
tions, held a few weeks be-
fore the formal creation of 
Telangana state, gave TRS 
a chance to position itself 
as the champion of the Tel-
angana cause. It projected 
itself as the only party dedi-
cated to the cause of Tel-
angana’s development and 
welfare.

By retaining power in 
2018, KCR further consoli-
dated his position. Howev-
er, the victory in Assembly 
elections held in Novem-
ber 2023 has finally given 
a chance to the Congress to 
stake claim for Telangana’s 
creation.

The Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy-led govern-
ment appears to be making 
full use of this opportunity. 
In every election held since 

2014, the Congress pro-
jected Sonia Gandhi as the 
‘mother of Telangana’ who 
heard the people’s voice and 
fulfilled their aspirations.

Its leaders tried to im-
press upon the people that 
she carved out Telangana 
state despite knowing fully 
well that the Congress will 
suffer politically in Andhra 
Pradesh. In the recent elec-
tions, Revanth and other 
Congress leaders had urged 
the people to bring the 
Congress to power as their 
gratitude to Sonia ‘amma’ 
(mother) for delivering a 
separate state for them. It’s 
no wonder that after com-
ing to power the Congress 
decided to invite former 
party chief, Sonia Gandhi, 
to the main event to be held 
on June 2.

The state Cabinet decided 
to felicitate her in recogni-
tion of the key role played 
by her in the formation of 
the state. CM Reddy vis-
ited Delhi a few days ago 
to invite her and she ac-
cepted the invitation. Sonia 

Gandhi will participate in 
the main event at Parade 
Ground Secunderabad with 
the hoisting of the national 
flag, a parade and a march 
past by police contingents. 
This will be her second visit 
to Telangana after Congress 
stormed to power in the 
state. 

She along with former 
Congress chief, Rahul Gan-
dhi and senior leader Pri-
yanka Gandhi, had attended 
the swearing-in ceremony 
of the Chief Minister and 
his Cabinet colleagues on 
December 7 at LB Stadium.

CM Reddy had arrived 
for the oath-taking ceremo-
ny with Sonia Gandhi in a 
flower-bedecked open-top 
vehicle. At the state forma-
tion day celebrations, the 
Congress government will 
also felicitate those who 
participated in the move-
ment for Telangana state.

It is likely to honour 
those who sidelined by the 
BRS government. Political 
analysts say as KCR domi-
nated the politics of India’s 

youngest state for the last 
10 years and built his image 
as ‘father of Telangana’, CM 
Reddy is keen to counter 
this narrative.

It’s for this reason that 
CM Reddy reversed the de-
cisions of the BRS govern-
ment. He replaced ‘TS’ with 
‘TG’ as the state’s abbrevia-
tion.

The Congress govern-
ment also approved a new 
state anthem, which will be 
released at the formation 
day event. CM Revanth also 
wanted to unveil a new em-
blem in place of the existing 
one designed by the KCR 
government. However, his 
move to remove Kakatiya 
Kala Thoranam (Kakatiya 
arch) and Charminar from 
the emblem ran into prob-
lems with the BRS threaten-
ing state-wide protests.

As the All India Majlis-
e-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) too opposed the 
move to remove Charmi-
nar, the Congress govern-
ment dropped plans to un-
veil a new emblem saying a 
decision will be taken after 
discussion in the Assembly. 
The Chief Minister has al-
ready decided to have a new 
statue of ‘Telangana Thalli’ 
(mother Telangana), replac-
ing the one designed by the 
previous government.

The BRS has also an-
nounced plans to celebrate 
the state formation day with 
three-day-long festivities.

The BRS leaders will take 
out a candlelight rally from 
Telangana Martyrs’ Me-
morial at Gun Park to the 
Amara Jyoti memorial built 
by the BRS government in 
honour of those who sacri-
ficed their lives in the Telan-
gana movement.

l	The Congress projected 
Sonia Gandhi as the 
‘mother of Telangana’ 
who heard the people’s 
voice and fulfilled their 
aspirations. On the other 
hand, BRS maintains 
that the credit goes to its 
leader KCR, who led the 
mass movement, forcing 
then Congress-led UPA 
government to carve out 
the state

l	Sonia Gandhi will 
participate in the main 
event at Parade Ground 
Secunderabad with the 
hoisting of the national 
flag, a parade and a 
march past by police 
contingents

ACB arrests two 
police officers for 
accepting bribe

HYDERABAD: THE Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) of-
ficials apprehended two police 
officers under the Rachakonda 
Police Commissionerate and 
private persons for demand-
ing and accepting a bribe of Rs 
3 lakh from a person.

Among those arrested are 
Kushaiguda police station cir-
cle Inspector G Veera Swamy 
and sub-inspector Shaik Shafi. 
Both, through a private per-
son, Upender, demanded a 
bribe of Rs 3 lakh from Sin-
gireddy Bharat Reddy for offi-
cial favour in a case registered 
against him.
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